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Overview

Drinking Water-Related Programs, OHA — Other State Agencies

Domestic Well Safety Program

Domestic Well Testing Act

Lower Umatilla Basin Ground Water Management Area




OHA Drinking Water-Related Programs

Domestic Well Safety Program Drinking Water Services (DWS)
(DWSP) « Enforces drinking water quality
* Provides information on domestic standards for public & community
well use and human health and water systems
safety * Provides technical assistance to
* Information on well treatment and water systems

maintenance .
« Water system operator trainings

» Steward of real estate transaction

well-testing data




Other State Drinking Water-Related Programs

Water Resources Department Department of Environmental
(OWRD) Quality (DEQ)

 Groundwater Protection Act

Water rights
« Groundwater Management Areas

Well Identification Program
« Sample domestic well networks to

Track Dry Wells monitor groundwater quality

Certify well construction

professionals
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The Oregon Domestic Well Safety Program (DWSP) works to protect the
lifelong health of people in Oregon who rely on groundwater resources. We
partner with local health departments and other state agencies to assess and
manage risks associated with private wells and promote domestic well safety.

* Provides information on health effects of drinking contaminated water

* Information on well treatment and maintenance

 Real estate transaction data

Visit healthoregon.org/wells




Test well water regularly to protect your health!

Test your
How : :
well Cost Symptoms of exposure include:
_ Often?
water for:
Coliform & Every $20 to Diarrhea, cramps, nausea, headaches or other
E.coli bacteria year $40 symptoms
Babies are at the highest risk. Decreased oxygen in
. Every $20 to tissues, decrease in blood pressure, increased heart
Nitrate .
year $40 rate, headaches, stomach cramps, vomiting, and
sometimes death.
Every $25 to Problems of skin, circulatory system nervous system,
Arsenic three to lungs, and bladder. These health problems include some

five years forms of cancer.




Resources

Well Owner’s
Handbook
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Water Well

Owner’s Handbook

A guide to water wells in Oregon

OREGON
jamll Oregon Water Resources Department

* 725 Summer St. NE, Suite A

\\\m el Salem, OR 97301

DEPARTMENT

Contaminants Fact

Sheets

Accredited Drinking

Well Testing Fact

Water Laboratories

Interactive Map

Coliform bacteria in well water: What you should know

Colfrm bacteria are part of a broad group of bactsria found in sol, water and
wagstation. Some coliform, called “fecal cofform,” iz also found in the intestines
of humans and other warm-biooded animals. Coliform can enter your well
through grounciwater, surface water run-off, cracked cr broken well parts, pecr
constuction and leaking septic tarks.

Coliform bacteria and your health

Presence of coliform in your water could indicate the pressnce of fecal
coliform such as E. coli if fecal coliform or £ colis in your water. you may
hane diarrhea, cramps, nausea, headaches or other symptoms. kniants, yeung
children and people with Compromisd immene systems ar at a higher risk.

You should fest for
coliform bacteria at

least once a year.

For more information:
= Private well cwmers with
health-related questions

about coliform bacteria
Coliform bacteria and your well water in their water, well
Tasting for colffom bacteria and £ caifis the mast comman way taknow it maintanance and testing
‘your drinking watsr is contaminaisd and unsafs to drink. Contact an accredied mmm:ﬂl
Enboratory for spcific instructions on how o collect, store and send the sample. L
“The fest wil oozt and $40. To find in Oregon, vist domestic wells@dhsoha.
e healthorgon arghuels, state.o.us.
. .
f your water tests positive for coliform or £ cof, you should switch 1o bottied :ur upi::mh
water or another scurca of safe drinking water and seek raatment opéions. “"’".““ Wm:
drinking water specialist
at your local health
department {http: Finyurl.
com/DiWcontacts).
your coliform bacteria resulis
Bacteria result | Water use Recommendation
Absent coffform and | SAFE for all usss. Test water at lsastonce a year.
E cali

WOT SAFE for drnking, food

Colform present, ' colform bacteria i in fhe water, your well may sasly become
E caliabsent preparation, brusting festh | contaminated with more el
and uss in eyes. time. Follow the instuctions below.

bacteria, such as E caf, atany

E ol and iigating gardses.

Prasant coliform and | SAFE for other domestic uses | Bail your water before using or use bottled water jor other safe
drinking watsr source). Supsrise children o help them avid
swallowing water while bathng. brushing teeth. efc. Afthough you
showid abways wash produce, remember fo wash garden produce
with beiled or battled water Inspect your well head and wel parts
for repairs and contact your logal drinking waler specalist for

treatment advice.
ENIS!l]
You can get this document in ather languages, lange prind, braille or a format you <mc
preer. Cortact Domestic Well Safety Frogram at G71-673-0440. We accept al alth
relay cals or you can dial 711.
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Drink well water? Test it regularly to protect health.

Test your well water regularly to protect your household from harmful contaminants. The
three most common well water contaminants in Oregon are bacteria, nitrate, and arsenic.
Depending on where you live, you may also choose to test for other contaminants.

Oregon Health Authority’s minimum testing recommendations

Test your well
water for:
Coliform and Everyyear  $2010$40  Diamhea, cramps, nausea, headaches or other sympioms
E.coli bacteria
Nitrata Everyyear  $2010S40  Babies are at the highest risk. Decreased axygen in tissues,
decrease in blood pressure, increased heart rate, headaches,
stomach cramps, vomiting, and somefimes death.
Arsenic Everythreefo $25to $45  Problems of skin, circulatory system nervous system, lungs, and
five years bladder. These health problems include some forms of cancer.
* You may need to test more frequently if: The well has a history of contamination; your septic system has recently
maifunctioned; househokd members have a stomach ilness; infants are drinking the water, or any equipment has broken
or malfunctioned.

ymptoms of exposure include:

How to test well water
Find an accredited lab by visiting bit Iy/ORDWLABS or by calling OHA
at 971-673-0440.

. Contact the lab fo get a water collection kit

. Follow the lab’s insfructions on how to collect a water sample.
Return the sample to the lab as soon as possible, within 24 hours of

collection. Test resuits are usually ready one to three business days
after the lab receives the samples

What to do with test results

If the well water does not meet safety standards, you may need to install
a water treatment system or use atternative sources of drinking water.
Visit www healthoregon,org/wells or contact the Oregen Health Authority oregon.gov to leam more

Domestic Well Safety Program at Domestic Wells@odhsoha oregon. gov of or call 541-952-0254.
call 971-873-0440 for information on water treaiment. —_—

If you live in the

Lower Umatilla Basin
Groundwater Management
Area in Morrow and
Umatilla counties, you
may be eligible for free
water and a treatment
system if your well water
test shows high levels of
nitrate. Visit testmywell.

P

Where does contamination come from?
Contamination in well water can come from natural or , including
agricultural ferfilizers and pesticides, animal manure, industrial facilities, or the natural geology of the nearby area.

Oregon #5HC4,  You can get this documentinother languags, Large prin, braile or
e alth g % aformat you prefer free of charge. Contact the Domestic Well Safety
2 ) s Program at Domestic Wells@odhsoha@oregon.gov or 971-673-0440
PBLCHEAT OVSON T,
l

Environmental Publc Health (voice/text). We accept all relay calls.
200-262050 DBZ3



https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le8316.pdf
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le8316.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SOURCEWATER/DOMESTICWELLSAFETY/Pages/Resource-Toolkit.aspx#contaminants
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SOURCEWATER/DOMESTICWELLSAFETY/Pages/Resource-Toolkit.aspx#contaminants
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/MONITORING/Pages/labs.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/MONITORING/Pages/labs.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/MONITORING/Pages/labs.aspx
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le-262050.pdf
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le-262050.pdf
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DWTA ORS 448.271 "Real Estate Transactions"

Currently the only law In place for domestic wells in Oregon

In any transaction for the sale or exchange of real estate that includes a well
that supplies ground water for domestic purposes, the seller of the real estate
shall, upon accepting an offer to purchase that real estate, have the well
tested for arsenic, nitrates and total coliform bacteria. The Oregon Health
Authority also may, by rule, require additional tests for specific contaminants in
specific areas of public health concern. The seller shall submit the results of
the tests required under this section to the authority and to the buyer
within 90 days of receiving the results of the tests.
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LUBGWMA Overview



Groundwater Management Areas (GWMAS)
ORS 468B.175-188

« Areas of groundwater
concern due to water
contamination from
nonpoint source activities

* Requires development of
an action plan to address
the contamination issues




LUBGWMA Overview

In 1990, the Oregon Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
designated the Lower Umatilla
Basin as a Groundwater
Management Area because of
high nitrate levels.

This area covers more than 550
miles across Northern Morrow
and Northwestern Umatilla
counties.

] Lower Umatilla Basin
Groundwater Management
Area = “LUBGWMA”

I Area de Manejo de Aguas
Subterraneas de la Cuenca Baja
de Umatilla (LUBGWMA por sus
siglas en inglés)

Irrigon Umatilla
— R
Boardman *
* * Hermiston
# Stanfield
wEcho
Morrow_l_ Umatilla
Gilliam County Cenuky 4
County
Approximate Scale (miles)
N
| 0O 10 20 30 40 50



https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/programs/pages/gwp-management-areas.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/programs/pages/gwp-management-areas.aspx

Overview Continued

In 2023, Governor Kotek directed OHA to begin working with local public health
agencies and community organizations in Morrow and Umatilla counties to alert
communities to possible health risks from contaminated well water and provide
safe water services.

Since then, OHA has worked with our partners to do outreach, test private wells
for nitrate, and provide safe drinking water to households. Many partners had
already been working to get wells tested before 2023, but with limited support
from outside the area.
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Accessing Free Resources

If you use private well water for drinking and cooking and
live in the LUBGWMA, you qualify for free resources:

* |[f you haven't already, get started with a free well
water test

* If your well has unsafe levels of nitrate, you can receive
free drinking water delivery. OHA may also be able to
Install a free water treatment system

« U.S. citizenship is not required to receive resources.
We do not ask for information about citizenship.



https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f761971a67984f24a8a8a45968c8eec2
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f761971a67984f24a8a8a45968c8eec2

LV_V—N_] What questions do you have?

,-\O O,\O Feel free to reach out to me at Ana.L.Pineyro@oha.oreqgon.gov

Contact the Domestic Well Safety Program: \\"’) OREGON
S ~ZHEALTH
Y AUTHORITY

* Phone - 541-952-9254
 Email - Domestic.Wells@odhsoha.oregon.gov



mailto:Domestic.Wells@odhsoha.oregon.gov
mailto:ana.l.pineyro@oha.oregon.gov
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