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Overview
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Drinking Water-Related Programs, OHA – Other State Agencies

Domestic Well Safety Program

Domestic Well Testing Act 

Lower Umatilla Basin Ground Water Management Area
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OHA Drinking Water-Related Programs

Domestic Well Safety Program 

(DWSP)

• Provides information on domestic 

well use and human health and 

safety

• Information on well treatment and 

maintenance 

• Steward of real estate transaction 

well-testing data

Drinking Water Services  (DWS)

• Enforces drinking water quality 

standards for public & community 

water systems 

• Provides technical assistance to 

water systems 

• Water system operator trainings
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Other State Drinking Water-Related Programs
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Water Resources Department 

(OWRD)

• Water rights

• Well Identification Program

• Track Dry Wells

• Certify well construction 

professionals

Department of Environmental 

Quality (DEQ)         

• Groundwater Protection Act 

• Groundwater Management Areas 

• Sample domestic well networks to 

monitor groundwater quality



Domestic Well Safety Program
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The Oregon Domestic Well Safety Program (DWSP) works to protect the 

lifelong health of people in Oregon who rely on groundwater resources. We 

partner with local health departments and other state agencies to assess and 

manage risks associated with private wells and promote domestic well safety.

• Provides information on health effects of drinking contaminated water

• Information on well treatment and maintenance 

• Real estate transaction data

Visit healthoregon.org/wells
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Test well water regularly to protect your health!
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Test your 

well

water for:

How 

Often?
Cost Symptoms of exposure include:

Coliform &

E.coli bacteria

Every 

year

$20 to 

$40

Diarrhea, cramps, nausea, headaches or other 

symptoms

Nitrate
Every 

year

$20 to 

$40

Babies are at the highest risk. Decreased oxygen in 

tissues, decrease in blood pressure, increased heart 

rate, headaches, stomach cramps, vomiting, and 

sometimes death.

Arsenic

Every 

three to 

five years

$25 to 

$45

Problems of skin, circulatory system nervous system, 

lungs, and bladder. These health problems include some 

forms of cancer.
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Resources

Well Owner’s 

Handbook

Contaminants Fact 

Sheets

Accredited Drinking 

Water Laboratories 

Interactive Map
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Well Testing Fact 

Sheet

https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le8316.pdf
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le8316.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SOURCEWATER/DOMESTICWELLSAFETY/Pages/Resource-Toolkit.aspx#contaminants
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SOURCEWATER/DOMESTICWELLSAFETY/Pages/Resource-Toolkit.aspx#contaminants
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/MONITORING/Pages/labs.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/MONITORING/Pages/labs.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/MONITORING/Pages/labs.aspx
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le-262050.pdf
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le-262050.pdf


Domestic Well Testing Act
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DWTA ORS 448.271 "Real Estate Transactions"

Currently the only law in place for domestic wells in Oregon

In any transaction for the sale or exchange of real estate that includes a well 

that supplies ground water for domestic purposes, the seller of the real estate 

shall, upon accepting an offer to purchase that real estate, have the well 

tested for arsenic, nitrates and total coliform bacteria. The Oregon Health 

Authority also may, by rule, require additional tests for specific contaminants in 

specific areas of public health concern. The seller shall submit the results of 

the tests required under this section to the authority and to the buyer 

within 90 days of receiving the results of the tests.
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Groundwater Management Areas (GWMAs)
ORS 468B.175-188

• Areas of groundwater 

concern due to water 

contamination from 

nonpoint source activities

• Requires development of 

an action plan to address 

the contamination issues
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LUBGWMA Overview

In 1990, the Oregon Department 

of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 

designated the Lower Umatilla 

Basin as a Groundwater 

Management Area because of 

high nitrate levels. 

This area covers more than 550 

miles across Northern Morrow 

and Northwestern Umatilla 

counties.

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/programs/pages/gwp-management-areas.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/programs/pages/gwp-management-areas.aspx
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Overview Continued

In 2023, Governor Kotek directed OHA to begin working with local public health 

agencies and community organizations in Morrow and Umatilla counties to alert 

communities to possible health risks from contaminated well water and provide 

safe water services.

Since then, OHA has worked with our partners to do outreach, test private wells 

for nitrate, and provide safe drinking water to households. Many partners had 

already been working to get wells tested before 2023, but with limited support 

from outside the area.
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Accessing Free Resources

If you use private well water for drinking and cooking and 

live in the LUBGWMA, you qualify for free resources:

• If you haven’t already, get started with a free well 

water test

• If your well has unsafe levels of nitrate, you can receive 

free drinking water delivery. OHA may also be able to 

install a free water treatment system

• U.S. citizenship is not required to receive resources. 

We do not ask for information about citizenship. 

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f761971a67984f24a8a8a45968c8eec2
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f761971a67984f24a8a8a45968c8eec2
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Contact the Domestic Well Safety Program:

• Phone - 541-952-9254

• Email - Domestic.Wells@odhsoha.oregon.gov

What questions do you have?

Feel free to reach out to me at Ana.L.Pineyro@oha.oregon.gov 

mailto:Domestic.Wells@odhsoha.oregon.gov
mailto:ana.l.pineyro@oha.oregon.gov
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